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NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
Mr. Richard Davis
As we move toward the end of the first semester, we are starting to look at our spring events and the work ahead. Students and teachers are preparing for finals the week of the 23rd.  Study Fest will be held he weekend before finals—this is an end of the semester study hall supported by our teachers and Leadership class with help from AVID students. One of the most important things we can teach students is the need for and the ability to study. This is not something that comes naturally; we must spend the time to show students effective study methods. Though much of this must be done during the school year, finals are a great time to focus on these study skills with students. Study Fest is one venue. In many ways, this dovetails with our four-day a week After School Learning Center that is held in the library, open to all students, Monday through Thursday from 3:00 to 4:00 pm. Give your counselor a call if you want to know more about these programs.

Spring sports are starting February 1st and winter sports are winding down this month and next. Our soccer teams have been models of sportsmanship and diversity; our basketball teams, though with different win/loss records, also reflect the hard work and dedication that look for in all students; and our wrestling team has had another fine season. Escapade, our excellent dance troupe, will perform on February 10,11, and 12 in the Little Theater. If you have not seen this group before, make sure you find time one of those days to attend. For those of you who have seen the group, you can expect the same level of professionalism and passion that the students bring to every performance. The musical this year is My Fair Lady and we are expecting this to be an outstanding way to end the performance year.  Look for dates in May.

High school is many things, but we can all agree that the more students participate in school activities after school and outside of class, the fuller and more connected their experience will be. We encourage all students to participate in a sport, join a club, or get involved with theater, dance or music. With the help of the Boosters Club we support a Leadership Class run by Joe Allegri that exemplifies the student service to community that we believe makes our school culture strong. The Leadership class is the center for class officers, club activities, homecoming, rallies, and assemblies and helps shape and define school culture and keep the climate positive.

This year we are also beginning another self-study in preparation for a visit from the accreditation team in March of 2013. Commonly referred to as WASC, the self-study allows us to look at our programs in light of the goals outlined in our Single Plan and to re-visit our school mission and vision as set out in our Mission document. We are currently looking for parents who have a few hours to work on this self-study. There are a few ways to get involved, including becoming a member of our School Site Council that oversees school programs and approves the School Single Plan in the spring. If you are interested in helping out with WASC or in Site Council, please contact me through my secretary, Rossell Bocaletti at extension 1020.

NEWS FROM COUNSELING OFFICE:

AVID Study-Fest

Monday January 23

5:00pm-8:00pm

Harbor High Library

Do you need a quiet place to study for finals? Could you use a little extra help studying from your

teachers? All students are encouraged to attend Study Fest, sponsored by AVID.  Teachers will be available to help students in all subject areas AND snacks will be provided! Hope to see you there!

Finals Schedule

	Mon, Jan 23rd
00 Final followed by a C-day (Regular classes)

· 00 Final 7:45 – 9:45 am        


· B2 10 – 10:35

· B3 10:42-11:17

· SGI   11:17-11:32

· B4 11:37-12:12

· A2  12:19-12:54

· Lunch 12:54 – 1:24

· A3  1:29 – 2:04

· A4   2:11 – 2:46


	Tues, Jan 24th
A2 Final:        
        
8:30 – 10:30

A3 Final:         
        
11 – 1pm

Wed, Jan 25th

B2 Final:        
        
8:30 – 10:30

B3 Final:         
        
11 – 1pm

Thurs, Jan 26th

A4 Final:        
        
8:30 – 10:30

B4 Final:         
        
11 – 1pm

Fri, Jan 27th and  Mon, Jan 30th

No School / Teacher Work Day


Biology After School Tutorial

Every Tues and Thurs from 3 -4 pm

Is your student struggling in Biology?  Harbor offers a free after school Biology Tutorial in 2-6 every Tues and Thursday from 3 - 4pm.  The program is overseen by a Biology teacher and students may work on Biology homework, read, take active reading notes and ask questions on any assignments or concepts they don’t understand.  This  is a drop-in program so your student does not need to sign-up ahead of time.  We also have a formal agreement with all coaches to support our after school academic programs.  

2nd Semester Begins

Tues, Jan 31st (A-day)

Wed, Feb 1st (B-day) 
· Because students are in yearlong classes, we do not print schedules for 2nd semester.  Students in classes like e-Literacy, Health, Econ and Govt., which switch at the semester, will be told by their teachers which room to report to 2nd semester. Students may also view their schedules through Infinite Campus.

Semester Report Cards 
Semester report cards will be mailed home around Fri, Feb 3rd   Parents and students can also view semester grades through the portal.   

All 10th Graders - California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE)

SAVE these dates!

Tues Feb 7th - English portion

Wed, Feb 8th - Math portion

*Students should plan on the exam taking the entire day.  Parents, please make sure not to schedule appointments on these dates.  Most students will test in the MPR.  Students testing in other locations will be individually notified.

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) Meeting

Thurs, Jan 12th 6om in the Library

Parents of English Learners are invited to participate in monthly ELAC meetings where you can learn all about how to support your student.  This meeting will focus on graduation and college (a - g) requirements as you look at your student’s transcripts to see his/her progress.  Parents will also be introduced to using the Parent Portal of Infinite Campus to see grades and other information.  

Course Requests for 2012-13

Hard to believe but yes we are already planning for the next school year.  Counselors will be visiting e-Literacy and Health classes (for freshmen scheduling) and English/ ELD classes for 10th and 11th graders in Feb.  Students will be given an overview of course offerings along with a course request sheet which parents should expect to see in late Feb as these sheets require your signature.  The due dates are below.   

Course Request Sheets are due …...

· 9th - due back Feb 27th & 28th (to your e-Literacy and Health teacher)

· 10th - due back March 5th and 6th (to your English teacher)

· 11th - due back March 8th  and 9th (to your English teacher)

*Intensive/ Honors/ AP contracts are also due back March 9th.  Look for the link on our website in January for more information.

*All juniors and their parents will have the opportunity to meet individually with their student’s counselor in the spring to go over progress towards graduation and A - G (college) requirements.  During this time, you may also revisit requested courses that were requested.  You will be receiving more information later in the school year on how to schedule your appointment.

4-Year Planning Workshops for all Freshmen & Their Parents

Harbor is pleased to announce that we have received special funding to support a valuable service that will benefit our students.  In small groups, freshmen and their parents will meet with their counselor to receive an overview of graduation and A - G (college admission) requirements, course offerings and other information related to academic success.   Students and parents will also collaboratively develop a 4-year plan of coursework to be taken that  supports individual needs and interests.  Parents should have received a letter through their student which was distributed in Health and e-Literacy classes requesting information about your availability.  For questions, contact your student’s counselor.

Free and Reduced Lunch Applications

Just a reminder that parents can apply for this program ANY time during the school year.

Senior News

FAFSA Cash for College Workshop 

Get help filling out your FAFSA!   

Tuesday, February 7th

6:30pm in the Library Computer Lab

Please bring Social Security Numbers and 2010 Tax Return - Get your taxes done early! 

Seniors Attending Cabrillo

Cabrillo College Honors Transfer Program application will be available starting Dec. 1st

Check out this website for more info:   http

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"cabrillo

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"services

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"honors

HYPERLINK "http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/honors/"/
Seniors Needing Money for College

Seniors, the Counseling Office must have your Social Security number on file for your electronic GPA verification for FAFSA. Please check with Melissa Webber in the Counseling Office to ensure we have your SSN as soon as possible. If you have questions call Melissa Webber at 429-3816 x 1048

Activities

Auditions for the Musical 
Tues, Jan 31st – Thurs, Feb 2nd

3pm – Little Theater

All students interested in trying out for an acting role and/or signing up to work on crew must attend these meetings. Callbacks will be on Friday, Feb 3rd (3pm).   Students interested in signing up for Spring Productions and earning credit for participating in the Spring Musical should talk to their counselor.

Escapade Show

Fri, Feb 10th - Sun, Feb 12th

7:30 Little Theater

Come see this fabulous student dance troupe perform to dances they have choreographed themselves.  Tickets are $8 for students, staff and seniors and $10 for general.

FROM THE ATTENDANCE OFFICE

Please call the Attendance Office at 429-3424 to excuse your student. A maximum of 3 school days is allowed to clear an absence.

Regarding early dismissal from class due to appointments or illness: 

If a student needs to leave school early, he/she should go to the attendance office before school, during break, or at lunch to pick up an off campus pass. A parent or guardian’s approval is required. Once the student has a pass, he/she shows it to the teacher so he/she can leave at the appropriate time. 

There has been an increase in parents picking up their students during the last period of the day for appointments. If you can plan ahead, this saves you time, less stress and also cuts down the amount of interruptions for teachers and classrooms. 

Changes in Excused Absences:

Please note that in accordance with the California Ed Code, Santa Cruz City Schools will only accept illness, medical appointments, court appearances, funerals, or religious observances as excused absences. Absences for vacations or other parent approved reasons will not be considered excused and are therefore subject to truancy laws. This is a change from previous years’ handling of parental consent absences. The intention is to follow the education code and to encourage parents to plan trips on non-school days. 

Did you know that we lose funding when a student misses a full day of school, regardless if it is excused or unexcused? We advise that you do not send your student to school if he or she is ill, and especially if he or she has a fever. 

Increased tardiness:

There has been an increase in the amount of tardies. Students develop lifelong habits during their high school years. Arriving to class on time is important. There has been an increase in tardies this year. Students that have an excuse from their parent or guardian should report to the attendance office before going to class. If the tardy is excused, the student will be given a pass to bring to the teacher. The only tardies that are excused are those due to those noted in the California Ed Code. Students that arrive late due to transportation problems, or because the parent was late in dropping the student off, will not be excused.  Students are assigned detention and sometimes Saturday School for excessive tardies. 

Parent Portal:

Please feel free to call the attendance office at 429-3424 anytime if you have any questions regarding your student’s attendance. Please note that you can check it yourself on-line, anytime by signing up for the parent portal on Infinite Campus. In order to get your password, contact Amy Glasgow, the registrar in the counseling office. Her phone number is 429-3810, extension 1055. Her hours are 8 AM-2 PM. 

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT NEWS:

I'd like to take the time to acknowledge the coaches that are guiding our athletes during the winter sports season. Each and every one of them are off-campus coaches. They arrange their work schedules and put off time with their families to devote time to a sport and a group of kids they really enjoy. They organize the parents to drive to events and help with fund raisers. They choose their JV coaches and find volunteers to help with supplemental coaching duties. They do earn a stipend, but when you add up all the time spent, it works out to cents per hour.

Our coaches are a diverse group. One is getting her PhD. in English at UCSC. One is a rap artist. Another played soccer in Europe this summer. One team is being coached by grandfather and grandson. Another team is being coached by the co-captains of their university team. It is a group of dynamic, energetic, devoted people that gives all theirs to our kids and represent our school in the best way possible. It is an honor working with each and every one of them.

Steve Kopald

Athletic Director
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY

Thanks to all the families that supported the Harbor Library though book purchases this holiday season! The new titles are greatly appreciated. Kudos as well to the students who dropped their printing change into our donation box during December.  The nickels, dimes, and quarters add up and will make it possible for several more books to be purchased.  Now, all we need are some boxes of Kleenex (hint, hint...)

There is still time for students to qualify as voters in the California Young Reader Medal program. This program is similar to other book awards such as the National Book award or the Newbery with one very important difference. All books are nominated and voted on by students, not teachers, librarians, or book sellers. 

Students who read all nominated titles in any category are eligible to vote. Last year's winner, The Hunger Games, has been the most popular book at Harbor for over a year now! Students may vote for all categories for which they have qualified during a special voting party the last week in March. All student votes will be counted and results mailed to the California Reading Association. 

We have multiple copies of the Young Adult (5 each) and Middle reader (3 each) titles. Young adult nominees are:

· Graceling by Kristin Cashore

· Beastly by Alex Flinn

· If I stay: a novel by Gayle Forman

Middle reader nominees are:

· Revolution is not a dinner party: a novel by Ying Chang Compestine

· Waiting for normal by Leslie Connor

· Every soul a star: a novel by Wendy Mass

This is a wonderful opportunity for students to evaluate books based on their own criteria.  To see this year's nominated titles, go to the Harbor Catalog and search for CYRM 2011-12  or go to the CYRM site, www.californiayoungreadermedal.org.

NEWS FROM THE BOOSTERS:

	Happy Holidays from the Parent Booster Club. There is a group working to form a fundraising body to support the athletics funding. If you are interested in joining this group please contact the booster club for more information.
The Grad Night Committee is working to raise money for a safe and sober grad night for our 2012 Seniors. If you would like to make a donation or help with fundraising please contact harborgrad@gmail.com.
Revenues are running extremely low this year. Please help support the programs that are important to your students by making direct donations through the Float The Boat campaign. 
Contact harborhighboosters@gmail.com for more information.
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